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NINE MAJOR RURAL RECONSTRUCTION PRINCIPLES

People are the foundation of the nation. When the foundation is firm, the nation will be at
peace.

Go to the people. Understand their problems and study their problems. Work with the people
to help solve their problems.

Live among the people and become one with them.

Learn from the people.

Develop a rural reconstruction program together with the people.

Have an open mind. Act according to the time, place and people involved.
Not conform, but transform.

Rural reconstruction is the means; developing the people’s innate powers for self growth is the
end.

Whatever is said must be done. Whatever is done must bring forth fruits.

Written by Yangchu (Yenyangchu)
at the age of 87 in Irvington, New York

Translated by Pingsheng Yen Chin
May 31, 2001
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